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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT

o Below-average plantings for 2024 paddy crop

o Above-average cereal import requirements forecast
in 2023/24 marketing year

Republic of Korea

Below-average plantings for 2024 paddy crop

Planting of the 2024 paddy crop, which accounts for the bulk of
the country’s cereal output, was finalized in June. The area
planted is estimated below the five-year average, amid
government efforts to promote the cultivation of other crops in
response to decreasing rice consumption. Remote sensing data,
as of mid-June 2024, indicate favourable vegetation conditions
across most cropping areas (ASI map).

Above-average cereal import requirements
forecast in 2023/24 marketing year

Total cereal import requirements in the 2023/24 marketing year
(October/September) are forecast at above-average level of
17.2 million tonnes. Imports of maize, which account for the
largest share of total cereal imports, are forecast at
above-average level of 11.6 million tonnes, driven by the strong
demand of the local feed industry. Wheat imports are forecast at
above-average level of 5 million tonnes, reflecting the steady
demand of high-quality wheat for milling and of low-quality wheat
for feed.
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Republic of Korea

Cereal Production

2019-2023 2024 change
average 2023 forecast 2024/2023

000 tonnes percent

Rice (paddy) 4967 4 898 4 800 -2.0
Barley 130 98 114 16.3
Maize 86 91 87 -4.4
Others 44 73 73 0.0
Total 5227 5160 5074 -1.7

MNote: Percentage change calculated from unrounded data.
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This brief was prepared using the following data/tools: 2000
FAO/GIEWS Country Cereal Balance Sheet (CCBS) 0
https://www.fao.org/giews/data-tools/en/. Average 2018/19- 2022/23 2023/24 forecast
FAO/GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and Analysis (FPMA) Tool 2022/23
https.://foma.fao.org/.
FAO/GIEWS Earth Observation for Crop Monitoring
https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/. Note: Includes rice in milled terms. Split years refer to individual crop
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) https.//www.ipcinfo.org/. marketing years (for rice, calendar year of second year shown).
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